Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: "Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power." (Exodus 15, 6a) At least once a year Christians all over the world are reminded of the prayer Jesus spoke for his disciples "they may be one so that the world may believe" (Jh. 17.21). Christians are encouraged to make visible steps towards a unity in Christ. This year's theme comes from the churches of the Caribbean. They are even today deeply marked by the consequences of colonial exploitation. Very regrettably, during five hundred years of colonialism and enslavement, Christian missionary activity in the region, with the exception In order to mark this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, presidents of CEC and the Council of European Bishops' Conferences (CCEE) have jointly issued a message. In their message they emphasize the fact that today´s Europe needs hope. The hope Europe needs is not one that politics or other secular doings can give to people. The hope the world needs has its roots in God. Everyone who is open to God's Word will be able to discover the other, the suffering, the elderly, the unemployed, and feel united with. This can generate hope in the society.
"We Christians want to give witness to our hope which is rooted in a life with Christ. We have certainty that in Christ is it possible to live with peace of mind in these present times and to build a better future with eyes open to eternity." 2 The care for every person and for the whole world and perseverance in the ecumenical journey are other two subjects addressed in the common message.
In the message it is also pointed out that given the challenges we are facing today we can nevertheless build a better future. This better future is possible "only if we follow God and our hearts and do justice, as individuals and as communities" 3 .
